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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p141)

  Currency
 Rénmínbì (Yuán, ¥)

 Language
 Mandarin and Shanghainese

 Visas
 Seventy-two-hour visa-free transits 

available. Thirty-day single-entry visa 
standard for most nationalities. Longer visas 

are available, but can be a hassle to obtain.

Money
 ATMs are widely available, but always carry 

some cash. High-end hotels, shops and 
restaurants generally accept credit cards.

   Mobile Phones
 Inexpensive pay-as-you-go SIM cards are 

available for unlocked GSM phones. Buying 
or renting a local phone is also an option.

 Time
 Chinese Standard Time (GMT/UTC plus 

eight hours)

 Plugs & Adaptors
 Three main pin styles: three-pronged angle 

pins (Australia), two  at pins (US, without 
the ground) and two round pins (Europe). 

Voltage 220V.

  Tipping
 Not practised in China. High-end restaurants 

and hotels include a 15% service charge in the 
bill, though hotel porters may expect a tip.

Your Daily  Budget
 Budget less than ¥1400 

  Double room at Chinese chain hotel 
¥200–¥400

  Meal at mall food courts and tiny 
eateries ¥50

  One-day metro pass ¥18

Midrange ¥1400–¥2000 
  Double room ¥1000–¥1500

  Good local dinner ¥150

  Cocktail at local bar ¥80

Top End more than ¥2000 
  Luxury hotels ¥1500 and up

  Gastronomic dinner ¥300 and up

Useful  Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/china/
shanghai) Destination information, bookings, 
traveller forum and more.

Smart Shanghai (www.smartshanghai.com) 
Listings website.

Time Out (www.timeoutshanghai.com) 
Listings website.

Ctrip (www.english.ctrip.com) Excellent 
online agency, good for hotel bookings.

Advance Planning
 One month before Ensure visa and passport 
are in order. Check whether your trip will 
coincide with festivals or holidays and plan 
accordingly.

Two weeks before Consider possible itin-
eraries and make restaurant reservations.

Two days before Learn how to count to 10 
and say ‘thank you’ in Mandarin.

Before You Go  Arriving in Shàngh i
 Shàngh i has two main airports: P d ng 
International Airport and Hóngqiáo Airport. 
Unless you are flying in from elsewhere in 
China, you’ll arrive at P d ng.

A From P d ng International 
Airport

 Destination Best Transport 
Bund Metro line 2 or 

Maglev, then taxi

People’s Square Metro line 2 or 
Maglev, then taxi

X nti ndì (French 
Concession)

Maglev, then taxi or 
metro line 1, then 
line 2

Jìng’ n Temple Airport bus 2

P d ng (Lujiazui) Metro line 2 or 
Maglev, then taxi

A From Hóngqiáo Airport
 Destination Best Transport 
Bund Metro lines 2 or 10

People’s Square Metro line 2

X nti ndì (French 
Concession)

Metro line 10

Jìng’ n Temple Metro line 2

P d ng (Lujiazui) Metro line 2

K  Taxi
 Taking a taxi from the Maglev terminus 
(Longyang Rd) is probably the fastest and 
easiest way into the city from P d ng Inter-
national Airport. It should cost you around 
¥50 to ¥60 to downtown Shàngh i.

Getting Around
 Certain areas of Shàngh i are more con-
ducive to walking than others, but overall, 
walking through a Chinese city will wear you 
out faster than you expect. Although the 
metro is usually crowded, it’s the best way to 
get around.

L  Maglev
 The bullet-fast Shàngh i Maglev will get you 
between P d ng International Airport and 
Longyang Rd metro station (also in P d ng), 
but not to downtown Shàngh i.

m Metro
 Shàngh i’s ever-expanding metro system is 
indicated by a large red M. Lines 1, 2 and 10 
are the most useful for travellers. Tickets cost 
between ¥3 and ¥15 depending on distance, 
and are sold from coin- and note-operated 
bilingual automated machines. Keep your 
ticket until you exit. One-/three-day metro 
passes (¥18/45) are sold at the airports and 
from some information desks. Most lines 
shut down by 10.30pm.

K Taxi
 Shàngh i’s taxis are reasonably cheap and 
easy to flag down (outside rush hour and 
rainstorms). Flag fall is ¥14 (for the first 
3km) and ¥18 at night (11pm to 5am). To 
circumvent the language barrier, you must 
show the driver the Chinese address of your 
destination.

Look for the meter when you get in the car 
and ensure it is activated. Ask for a receipt 
(which has the driver and car number, useful 
if you leave something in the cab).

Need to 
Know
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French Concession (p60) 
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that were built south 
of French Park (now 
Fùx ng Park); it was re-
cently renovated as an 
upscale lifestyle desti-
nation. Today it houses 
cafes and restaurants, 
plus ultra-exclusive 
short-term residences to 
the south.

5 Sun Yatsen’s 
Former Residence
 A short walk south on 
Sinan Rd (rte Massenet) 
is  Zhou Enlai’s Former 
Residence (No 73), 
which served primar-
ily as the Communist 
Party’s Shàngh i office. 

Retrace your footsteps 
along leafy Sinan Rd 
and its lovely stretch of 
old villas to reach Sun 
Yatsen’s Former Resi-
dence (p68), where 
the father of modern 
China lived from 1918 
to 1924.

6 Russian 
Orthodox Mission 
Church
 On Gaolan Rd (rte 
Cohen) is the  Russian 
Orthodox Mission 
Church, built in 1934 
and dedicated to Tsar 
Nicholas II.

7 Nanchang Road
  Nanchang Road (rue 
Vallon) is a popular 
shopping strip, with 
a number of fashion 
boutiques and antiques 
stores.

8 Cathay Theatre
  Maoming Road (rte 
Cardinal Mercier) is 
a shopping hot spot 
that specialises in 
tailored qípáo ( ; 
cheongsams) and other 
Chinese-style clothes. 
Across busy Middle 
Huaihai Rd is the 1932 
 Cathay Theatre, still in 
use as a movie theatre.

2 The Walk
 The French Concession’s leafy backstreets and rich 
architectural diversity provide much inspiration for 
walks. The area is much more residential than the 
Bund and hence more conducive to leisurely strolls; 
there are also plenty of tiny boutiques to keep 
shoppers happy.

Start All Saints Church; mXintiandi

Finish Cathay Theatre; mSouth Shaanxi Rd

Length 2.5km; 1½ hours

5 Take a Break
   Boxing Cat Brewery ( ; Quánj m o 
Píji w ; unit 26a, Sinan Mansions, 519 Middle Fuxing Rd; 

519 26a; h11am-2am; mXintiandi) 
in the Sinan Mansions complex on Middle Fuxing 
Rd isn’t as popular as its West Fuxing Rd outfit, but 
it’s a staple among Shàngh i’s beer-o-philes, with a 
strong showing of craft brews.

1 All Saints 
Church
 Begin the tour on 
Middle Fuxing Rd, first 
passing the red-brick 
Italianate  All Saints 
Church (1925) and then 
the  Park Apartments 
(1926) and smaller 
private villas fronted by 
large palm trees, from 
the same era.

2 Former 
Residence of Liu 
Haisu
 On Middle Fuxing Rd at 
No 512 is the  Former 
Residence of Liu 
Haisu (1896–1994), 
a 20th-century artist 
who revolutionised 
traditional Chinese art 
by introducing Western 
painting styles.

3  Dubail 
Apartment Building
 The Dubail Apartment 
Building (1931) was the 
one-time home of US 
journalist and commu-
nist sympathiser Agnes 
Smedley (1892–1950). 
Smedley reported exten-
sively on the Chinese 
civil war in the ’30s.

4 Sinan Mansions
  This complex consists 
of 1920s private villas 
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Don’t Miss
 Cotton Textile Mill
 Cotton was Q b o’s main industry during the 
Ming and Qing dynasties. This recreated mill, 
housed in a former residence, takes you through 
the entire production process and has displays of 
old tools, photos and clothing.

 Shadow Puppet Museum
 This museum provides a brief history of local 
shadow puppetry, one of China’s oldest and most 
enduring forms of folk art. At its most sophisti-
cated, a travelling troupe would have consisted 
of five people (the puppeteer, three musicians 
and a singer). Try to check out the two-hour 
performances (h1-3pm Wed & Sun).

 Old Trades House
 The Old Trades House is a waxworks museum 
that introduces the traditional trades practised in 
a small Chinese town, from bamboo weaving and 
fortune-telling to scale making and carpentry.

 Zhou’s Miniature Carving Gallery
 Perhaps the most unusual sight in Q b o is this 
two-storey gallery, which showcases the miniature 
carvings done by a father and daughter. The 
highlights are the extraordinarily detailed repro-
ductions of different characters’ rooms from the 
18th-century classic Hong Lou Meng (Dream of 
Red Mansions).

Other Sights
 At No 9 Nan Dajie is a traditional teahouse 
with storytelling performances (h12.30-2.30pm; 
admission incl pot of tea ¥2), the only one of its kind 
in Shàngh i. Half-hour   boat rides (per person ¥10; 
h8.30am-5pm) slowly ferry passengers along the 
canal. Also worth ferreting out is the   Catholic 
Church ( ; 50 Nanjie; 50 ), off Qibao 
Nanjie, south of the canal.

 2 Minzhu Rd, M nháng 
district; 

2

high/low season 
¥45/30

hsights 8.30am- 
4.30pm

mQibao

y Top Tips
  There are nine o   cial 

sights included in the 
through ticket, though 
you can skip the ticket 
and just pay ¥5 to ¥10 
per sight as you go.

5 Take a Break
 At the main bridge, 
you’ll find excellent crab 
dumplings at   B inián 
Lóngpáo ( ; 15 
Bei Daijie, Q b o; 

15 ; dumplings 
from ¥15; h6.30am-
8.30pm; mQibao).

South of the canal, Nan 
Dajie is full of snacks 
and small eateries, such 
as No 26, which sells 
sweet t ngyuán ( ) 
dumplings.

 Should you tire of Shàngh i’s incessant quest for 
modernity, tiny Q b o ( ) is only a hop, skip 
and metro ride away. An ancient settlement that 
prospered during the Ming and Qing dynasties, 
it is dotted with traditional historic architecture, 
threaded by small, busy alleyways and cut by a 
picturesque canal. If you can blot out the crowds, 
Q b o brings you the  avours of old China, along 
with huge doses of entertainment.

Top Sights
  Q b o
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Getting There

 Q b o is located in 
western Shàngh i.

m Metro Take line 9 to 
Qibao station. It’s a 
20-minute ride from 
Xujiahui station.

Teahouse in the Q b o Old Town

Q b oWorth a Trip 113112

 Private doubles in 
hostels are cheaper (and 
often better) than rooms 
in locally run midrange 
hotels, and the level of 
service is much higher, 
as sta   are sure to speak 
English.

 Most hotels have air-
conditioning, broadband 
internet access and/
or wi-  .

Useful  Websites

 CTrip (english.ctrip.com) 
and eLong (www.elong.net) 
are both reliable sites for 
hotel and domestic-  ight 
bookings.

Lonely Planet (www.
lonelyplanet.com/hotels) 
Author-penned reviews 
and online booking.

Best Budget

 Mingtown Nanjing Road 
Youth Hostel (

) Sociable 
and friendly hostel 
located halfway between 
the Bund and People’s 
Square.

Le Tour Traveler’s Rest 
(

; www.letourshanghai.
com) Hostel housed in a 

former towel factory with 
red-brick walls and repro 
stone gateways.

Mingtown E-Tour Youth 
Hostel (

) Choice location just 
behind People’s Square; 
has a tranquil courtyard.

Mingtown Hiker Youth 
Hostel (

) Well-located 
dorms a short hop from 
the Bund.

Motel 168 ( ; 
www.motel168.com) Modern 
doubles and the price is 
right.

Best Midrange

 Astor House Hotel (
; www.astorhousehotel.

com) Fab location and 
superb old-world charm.

Quintet (www.quintet-
shanghai.com) Chic B&B 
with modern design.

Marvel Hotel (
; www.marvelhotels.

com.cn) Located in the 
former YMCA building o   
People’s Square.

Magnolia Bed & 
Breakfast (www.magnolia  
bnbshanghai.com) Cosy 

B&B in a 1927 French 
Concession home.

Kevin’s Old House (
; www.kevinsold house.

com) Lovely French Con-
cession boutique hotel 
with stylish suites.

Best Top End

 Fairmont Peace Hotel 
( ; www.
fairmont.com) The city’s 
most famous hotel, 
renovated in all its art 
deco magic.

Langham X nti ndì (
; www.langham 

hotels.com) Top-of-the-
line French Concession 
luxury.

Urbn (www.urbnhotels.com) 
China’s  rst carbon-
neutral hotel.

Ritz-Carlton Shanghai 
Pudong (

; www.ritzcarlton.
com) Beautifully designed 
rooms with dramatic 
Bund-side views.

Peninsula Hotel (
; www.peninsula.com) 

Spi   ng blend of art deco 
motifs with Shàngh i 
modernity.

 Book Your Stay
 y Top Tip Always take 
your hotel’s business card 
with you when you go out 
for the day. You will need to 
show the Chinese address 
to your driver if you return 
via taxi.

  Shàngh i’s sleeping 
options are excellent at 
either end of the spec-
trum, though quality in the 
midrange market remains 
in short supply – do your 
homework and secure a 
room well ahead of time.

 Check out top-end 
hotels; competition and 
heavy discounts mean 
rates are often reasonable.

 Four- and  ve-star 
hotels add a 10% or 
15% service charge 
(sometimes negotiable).

 Save money by staying 
at a Chinese chain (eg 
Motel 168) or in a private 
double in a hostel.

  Winter (Dec–Feb) 
Cold, clammy. Lunar New 
Year arrives with a bang 
in January or February.

 Spring (Mar–May) 
Temperatures rise. 
Late April and May are 
pleasant, but avoid major 
holidays.

 Summer (Jun–Aug) 
Rainfall in Shàngh i hits 
its peak in June, as the 
sweltering summer heat 
arrives.

 Autumn (Sep–Nov) 
This is one of the best 
times to visit, as 
temperatures drop.

Before You Go

  When to Go

Survival 
Guide
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Bazaar

Tiánzǐfáng

Shànghǎi
Museum

Pǔdōng (p104)                           
China’s financial hub, 
Pǔdōng is a dazzling 
panorama of high- 
altitude hotels, banks, 
Maglev trains and giant 
television screens.

The Bund & 
People’s Square 
(p22)
Magnificent colonial-era 
buildings and a clutch of 
top-notch museums 
make downtown 
Shànghǎi the first stop 
on everybody’s list.

Top SightsE
The Bund
Shànghǎi Museum

French Concession 
East (p60)
The most stylish part of 
town, the former French 
Concession is where the 
bulk of Shànghǎi’s 
disposable income is 
spent.

Top SightsE
Tiánzǐfáng
Xīntiāndì

Old Town (p48)
The original city core 
and the only part to 
predate the 1850s, the 
Old Town is a glimpse of 
‘traditional’ China.

Top SightsE
Yùyuán Gardens & 
Bazaar

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Qībǎo (p112)
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Jade
Buddha
Temple

M50

French Concession 
West (p76)
The western half of this 
area features some 
great dining and 
nightlife options along 
with low-key, leafy 
backstreets to explore.

Jìng’ān (p90)
The vibrant commercial 
district – with its period 
architecture, malls and 
top-end hotels – 
gradually gives way to a 
grittier, more residential 
area.

Top SightsE
Jade Buddha Temple
M50

Worth a Trip
Local Lifel

Hóngkǒu (p46)

 Shàngh i 
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1  Hongkew Methodist Church
 This 1923  church ( ; J nglíng Táng; 
135 Kunshan Rd; 135 ) is where 
General Chiang Kaishek married Song 
Meiling (May-ling) in 1927. Meiling’s 
father, Charlie, preached here briefly 
before he went into business as a 
printer. It’s closed to the public, but 
the caretaker might let you in.

2  Young Allen Court
 West along Kunshan Rd on the corner 
with Zhapu Rd stands this distinctive 
brick  building (260 Zhapu Rd; 260

), constructed in 1923. Walk down the 
side of the alley for views of its three-
storey architecture and the rear of the 
adjacent church towards the end.

3  Shíkùmén Houses
 This l lòng ( ; alley; No 13, the 
first on your left) doesn’t look like 
anything special from the outside, but 
a wander down will reveal a row of 
eight decorative lintels, some of which 
are still fronted by the traditional 
black wooden doors of shíkùmén (

; stone-gate) homes.

4  Art Deco Apartment Block
 Near the intersection of Kunshan 
Rd and Baiguan St is a 1932 art deco 
apartment block. It stands adjacent 
to a line of grey-and-red-brick row 
houses, notable for their arched 
windows.

5  Tanggu Road Food Market
 Chinese markets always make for a 
fascinating stroll, though in Shàngh i 

they can be hard to find, unless you 
know where to look. This reliable spot 
is open throughout the day; you’ll find 
all manner of things for sale, including 
thousand-year-old eggs.

6  North Jiangxi Road
 This fun, buzzing strip has scooters 
pushing through crowds of pedestri-
ans, while the street sides are lined 
with vendors selling fresh sugar-cane 
juice and snacks. The distinctive old 
house at No 174 was allegedly the 
residence of Lotus, a gangster–police 
inspector’s concubine.

7 Clothing Market
   Q p  Market ( ; Q p  
Fúzhu ng Shìch ng; 168 & 183 Qipu Rd; 

168 183 ; hwest side 5am-5pm, east 
side 7am-7pm; mTiantong Rd) is where the 
masses come shopping for clothes and 
shoes. Consisting of two warren-like 
department stores surrounding the 
North Henan Rd intersection, it’s one 
big ‘everything must go now’ sale. 
Haggle hard.

8  Shàngh i Post Museum
 The  Post Museum (

, Shàngh i Yóuzhèng Bówùgu n; 2nd fl, 
250 North Suzhou Rd; 250 2

; admission free; h9am-5pm Wed, Thu, 
Sat & Sun, last entry 4pm; mTiantong Rd), 
where you can learn about Imperial 
China’s postal history and view rare 
stamps, is intriguing. It’s located in 
the magnificent British-built 1924 Post 
Office, capped with a baroque-style 
clock tower.

 Originally the American Settlement and later the 
Japanese district, Hóngk u is decidedly hard-
working today, with many residents originating 
from nearby provinces such as nhu  and Ji ngs . 
It’s somewhat run-down and grittier than other 
areas of Shàngh i, but the lack of polish means 
there’s plenty of interesting street life and creaky 
architecture waiting for discovery.

Getting There

 Hóngk u is located 
north of the Bund.

m Metro North 
Sichuan Rd (line 10) is 
the closest station.

Local Life
  Hóngk u

Hóngk uWorth a Trip 4746
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Fashion exhibition at the Shàngh i Museum of Contemporary Art (p38)

 Shàngh i devotes considerably more time and 
energy to ful  lling large infrastructure projects 
than to nurturing a vibrant creative scene, but 
give the city credit for at least being halfway 
there: the number of new museums continues to 
grow each year. Even if you’ve been to Shàngh i 
before, you’ll always have plenty of exhibits to 
choose from.

Museums
 The landmark cultural institution is the Shàngh i 
Museum (p28 ), which contains one of the best 
collections of traditional art in the country. But 
don’t overlook some of the smaller museums or the 
newer temples to modern art, where you’ll get a 
feel for current social and artistic trends.

Galleries
 Like many things in Shàngh i, Chinese art is a 
commodity being increasingly vacuumed up by 
wealthy investors and foreign art hunters. Before 
you assume there’s a genuine artistic revolution out 
there, it’s worth noting the tendency for gallery-
hung Chinese art to absorb Western needs and 
expectations like a multicoloured sponge. However, 
it also means that Shàngh i is hardly short of 
galleries – head to M50 for the best.

 

 Museums & 
 Galleries

Best

Best  Art Museums
Shàngh i Museum 
Simply put, Shàngh i’s 
best museum. (p28)

Rockbund Art Museum 
Top-notch contemporary 
art venue. (p36)

Liúli China Museum 
Glass sculpture, from 

2000-year-old jewellery 
to modern creations. 
(p63)

Shàngh i Museum 
of Contemporary Art 
(MOCA Shàngh i) Set in 
People’s Park. (p38 )

Shàngh i Arts & Crafts 
Museum Shows crafts 
such as embroidery and 
paper-cutting. (p81 )

Best Small 
Museums
Shàngh i Urban 
Planning Exhibition Hall 
Idealised model layout of 
the city c 2020. (pictured 
top left; p36 )

Shàngh i History 
Museum Fun, interactive 
museum. (p108)

Shíkùmén Open House 
Museum See a restored 

shíkùmén ( ; stone-
gate) house. (p65 )

Shàngh i Post Museum 
Postal history in imperial 
China. (p47 )

Best  Art Galleries
ShanghART One of 
Shàngh i’s longest-
running galleries. (p95 )

Power Station of Art 
Thought-provoking exhi-
bitions in a humongous 
industrial space. (p121)

island6 Art collective 
producing multimedia 
installations. (p95)

Propaganda Poster Art 
Centre Chinese socialist 
art from the 1950s, ’60s 
and ’70s. (p81 )

m97 Photography with 
an emphasis on China-
based artists. (p95 )

Worth a 
Trip

 Built in 1927 
by the Russian 
Ashkenazi Jewish 
community, the   Ohel 
Moishe Synagogue 
( ; Móx  Huì-
táng; 62 Changyang Rd; 

62 ; admission 
¥50; h9am-5pm, last 
entry 4.30pm; mDalian 
Rd) lies in the heart 
of the 1940s Jew-
ish ghetto. Today it 
houses the Shàngh i 
Jewish Refugees Mu-
seum, with exhibi-
tions on the lives of 
the Central Euro-
pean refugees who 
fled to Shàngh i to 
escape the Nazis.

y Top Tips
  Galleries and 

public museums are 
generally free.

 Many museums 
close their ticket 
o   ces 30 to 60 
minutes before the 
venue itself closes.

 Students and 
seniors over 65 are 
sometimes eligible 
for discounted 
admission; take ID.
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 Emergency
  Ambulance (%120)

 Fire (%119)

 Police (%110)

 Money
  The Chinese  currency 

is known as rénmínbì 
(RMB). The basic unit 
of RMB is the yuán (¥). 
For updated currency 
exchange rates, check 
www.xe.com.

 It’s easiest to use cash 
in Shàngh i;  ATMs that 
take foreign cards are 
widespread. Look for the 
Bank of China ( ), 
Industrial and Commer-
cial Bank of China (ICBC; 

) and HSBC (
), many of which 

have 24-hour ATMs. Many 
top-end hotels, shopping 
malls and department 
stores also have ATMs.

 Most tourist hotels 
will accept major  credit 
cards, as will banks, 
high-end restaurants and 
international boutiques.

 Public  Holidays
 New Year’s Day 
1 January

Lunar New Year 
28 January 2017, 16 
February 2018; a week-
long break, also known 

as Chinese New Year, or 
Spring Festival

Tomb Sweeping Day 
First weekend in April; 
three-day weekend

International Labour 
Day 1 May; three-day 
weekend

Dragon Boat Festival 9 
June 2016, 30 May 2017

Mid-Autumn Festival 
15 September 2016, 4 
October 2017

National Day 1 October; 
o   cially three days but 
often morphs into a 
week-long holiday

 Safe Travel
  Shàngh i feels very 

safe, and crimes against 
foreigners are rare. 
Crossing the road is prob-
ably the greatest danger.

 If any of your posses-
sions are  stolen, report 
the crime at the district 
Public Security Bureau 
(PSB; ) o   ce and 
obtain a police report.

Telephone
 y Top Tip Buy a cheap, 
unlocked GSM phone for 
international travel. Then 
simply buy a SIM card 
once you arrive at your 
destination and you’re 
good to go.

   Mobile Phones

  Inexpensive pay-as-
you-go SIM cards are 
available for unlocked 
GSM phones. If your 
phone is not compatible 
(eg Verizon customers in 
the US), buying or renting 
a local phone may be a 
better option than inter-
national roaming plans.

 The main service 
providers are China 
Mobile ( ) and 
China Unicom (

), both of which have 
sales counters at P d ng 
International Airport 
(arrivals hall) and around 
Shàngh i.

 You can buy SIM cards 
at some convenience 
stores and magazine 
kiosks; cheap phones can 
be found at electronics 
markets.

Essential 
Information

  Business Hours
 y Top Tip Final entry 
to many museums is 
generally half an hour to 
an hour before the o   cial 
closing time.

  Banks are normally 
open from 9am to 
noon and about 2pm 
to 4.30pm Monday to 
Friday. Most banks have 
24-hour ATMs. Some 
branches also open on 
Saturday morning.

 Restaurants are open 
from 11am to 10pm or 
later. Fancier places close 
for an afternoon break 

at about 2.30pm, before 
re-opening from 5pm to 
11pm or later.

 Department stores 
are generally open from 
10am to 10pm; smaller 
boutiques may not open 
until noon but generally 
stay open until 9pm or 
10pm.

 Some bars open for 
lunch, others open at 
about 5pm. Last call is 
generally 2am, but there 
are a handful of places 
that stay open until dawn.

  Discount Cards
  Students and seniors 

over the age of 65 often 
qualify for reduced ad-
mission. You will need to 
provide ID as proof.

 Electricity

220V/50Hz

220V/50Hz
 

Money-Saving Tips
  Many public museums are free.

 Aim to drink at bars during the ubiquitous happy 
hours, which generally run from 5pm to 8pm.

 Scams
 ‘Hello, can you help us take a photo?’ This 
ostensibly harmless question is in fact one of 
the better hooks for Shàngh i’s main scam. 
Young people posing as students work the main 
tourist drags – the Bund, East Nanjing Rd and 
the exit of the Shàngh i Museum – engaging 
tourists in conversation. However the conversa-
tion starts, it inevitably ends with an invitation 
to a ‘traditional tea ceremony’ or ‘art gallery’. In-
trigued? Don’t be. You’ll wind up with a US$100 
bill (or much more) and a private escort to the 
closest ATM.
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
 Shànghǎi 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Shànghǎi .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
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liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
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photos taken by Papa an
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Tiánzǐfáng alleyway (p62)
TOM LAU / GETTY IMAGES ©
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Welcome to 
Shànghǎi

 Positively electric, Shànghǎi is where China’s aspirations 
come to life. A symbol of the country’s burgeoning status, 
a byword for opportunity and sophistication, the city is 
all that and more. Whether you’re after food, fashion or 
futuristic skylines, Shànghǎi’s buzzing confidence and 
nonstop action make for a veritable roller-coaster ride: 
hang on to your hat, and have fun.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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 The Bund (p24)
 Mainland China’s most iconic concession-era backdrop, the Bund encapsulates 
Shànghǎi with its postcard-perfect good looks. A dazzling curve of bombastic 
masonry, it leads the way as one of the city’s most stylish addresses.
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